
Server-side 
Web Programming

Lecture 21: 
The JSP Standard TagLib

(JSTL)

Objectives

• JSTL provides tags for common JSP tags 
that needed to be performed in JSP to 
reduce the amount of scripting in your 
applications, make it easier to code and 
read than equivalent JSP script, especially 
for web designers and other 
nonprogrammers who are used to HTML 
syntax 



Overview

• JSTL is not part of the JSP 1.2 
Specification
– It is a separate specification that requires a 

separate download

– Available only in servers that support servlets
2.3 and JSP 1.2 or later. Cannot be retrofitted 
into JSP 1.1.

• The JSTL expression language will be 
part of JSP 2.0

JSTL Components



Make the JSTL JAR file available to 
your applications

How to code a JSTL tag



How to view the documentation 
for a library

The Cart Application



url tag



forEach tag



forTokens tag



Four more attributes for looping



if tag



choose tag



import tag



Other tags in JSTL core library

If  you use the MVC pattern, you probably won’t need 
to use these tags





The Cart Application
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