
Persea americana Mill 



ÅFamily: Lauraceae 

ÅGenus: Persea 

ÅSpecies: americana 

ÅLatin name: Persea americana Mill.  

ÅOrigin: Central America ï Mexico and 

Guatemala  

Origin and races   



Avocado = (Aztec ) Ahuacatl  

Another names: Palta (Inca) ,Custard apple (Africa), 

abogado (Spain),  avocat (France)  

Origin and races   



Origin: Mexico and Guatemala 

Origin and races   



avocados/-california-http://www.avocado.org/about 

Avocado has grown wild in Mexico for ca. 10,000 

years, and cultivated for ca. 2,500 years 

500 years ago, avocado began to be distributed to 

other countries. 

History of the crop 

Origin and races   
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Seedling fruit of avocado 
from: San Jerónimo, Costa Rica, April 1997.  

Birnbaum  et al., 2003 

Origin and races   



Whiley et al., 2002 

Variation in seed size and fruit shape of some avocado seedling 

Origin and races   



Variation in West Indian race avocados obtained from a seedling 
grove in the Yucatan, Mexico.  

Variation in colour and shape 

Origin and races   



The avocado is divided into 3 types, called 

races. The 3 races differ in:  

Å Thickness of the pericarp 

Å Time between flowering and fruit maturation 

Å The "anise" (licorice) smell of their leaves 

Other differences include: sensitivity to frost, 

resistance to salinity, etc.  

Origin and races   



Main characteristics of the 3 races  

Resistance 

to salinity 

Resistance 

to frost 

Time from 

flowering to 

fruit 

maturation 

Pericarp Anise 

smell 

Topography Race 

Low High 5-7 Thin + High 

mountains 

Mexican 

Medium Medium 9-12 Thick - Mountains Guatemalan 

High Low 6-8 Medium - Tropical 

valleys 

West Indian 

Origin and races   



Origin: Central America ï Mexico and Guatemala 

Guatemalan  
(mountains)  

West 
Indian 
(plain ) 

Mexican 
(high 

mountains) 

Origin and races   



ÅThere are many hybrids of these 3 races.  

ÅSome hybrids are natural occurrences and 

others stem from artificial hybridization. 

Å'Nabal' belongs to the Guatemalan race, but 

'Hass', 'Fuerte' and 'Ettinger' are hybrids of 2 

different races.  

Origin and races   



'Hass' and 'Fuerte' 

are hybrids between 

Guatemalan and 

Mexican races. 

'Ettinger' is a hybrid 

between West 

Indian and Mexican 
races 



Natural hybreeds 

Mexican Guatemalan 
Guatemalan 

anise scent 

Mexican x 

Origin and races   




