


Origin and races

AFamily: Lauraceae

AGenusPersea

ASpeciesamericana

ALatin namePersea americaniill.

AOrigin: Central Americad Mexico and
Guatemala




Origin and races

Avocado= (Aztec ) Ahuacatl

Another names: Palta (Inc&justard apple (Africa),
abogado (Spain), avocat (France)




Origin and races

Origin: Mexico and Guatemala
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Origin and races

History of the crop
http://www.avocado.org/abowaliforniaavocados/

Avocado has grown wild in Mexico faa. 10,000
years, and cultivated faa.2,500years

500years ago, avocado began to be distributed to
other countries.
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Origin and races

Seedling fruit of avocado
from: San Jeronimo, Costa Rica, A7
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Birnbaum et al., 2003



Origin and races

Variation in seed size and fruit shape of some avocado seedling

Fig. 3.1. Variation in seed size and fruit shape within seedlings of the same progeny.

Whiley et al., 2002



Origin and races

Variation in colour and shape

Variation in West Indian race avocados obtained from a seedling
grove in the Yucatan, Mexico.




Origin and races

The avocado Is divided intd3 types, called
races. The3 races differ in:

AThickness of th@ericarp
ATime between flowering and fruit maturatic
AThe "anise" (licorice) smell of their leaves

Other differences include: sensitivity to fros
resistance to salinity, etc.



Origin and races

Main characteristics of the3 races

Race Topography| Anise| Pericarp | Time from | Resistancg Resistance
smell flowering to | to frost | to salinity
fruit
maturation
Mexican High + Thin 5-7 High Low
mountains
Guatemalan | Mountains - Thick 9-12 Medium | Medium
West Indian Tropical - Medium 6-8 Low High
valleys




Origin and races

Origin: Central America 1T Mexico and Guatemala
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Origin and races

AThere are many hybrids of the3eaces.

A Some hybrids are natural occurrences anc
others stem from artificial hybridization.

A'Nabal' belongs to the Guatemalan race, b
'Hass', 'Fuerte' and 'Ettinger' are hybrid& o
different races.



'‘Hass' and 'Fuerte'
are hybrids between
Guatemalan and
Mexican races.
'Ettinger' is a hybrid
between West

Indian and Mexican Sir Prize

races
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Origin and races

Natural hybreeds

anise scent
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